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A porch stretches across

the back of the Osterville
“heme, offering any number

of opportunities-to relax and
enjoy the view. Here, a dining
area sports an updated version
of directors’ chairs, outfitted

in classic nautical stripes.
FACING PAGE: The homeowners’
dinnerware, including the raffia-

wrapped salt and pepper shakers,

setsan idyllic summer scene.

A Cape Cod home embodices all
that’s wonderful about the warm
scason in New England.
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he couple loved the turn-of-the-last-century look of the Shingle-style
house overlooking the water in Osterville, Massachusetts. With its multiple
rooflines, a gracious front entry, a porch extending the entire back of the house,
and endless water views, it seemed the perfect place to spend long days reveling
in the glories of a Cape Cod summer.

ABOVE: Architect Patrick Ahearn
reworked aspects of the exterior,
replacing the windows in the
stairwell turret and introducing
new stay and railing details to
the front entry to enhance the

gracious Shingle-style home. They were less enamored with the kitchen, family room, and dining room

FACING PAGE: A Dutch door . i .

bids welcome, and a vintage interior. Although the house was built all work together as one.”

driftwood-base table sets a tone in the 1990s, it had an older feel. Working with local builder E.J.

that nods to the location without «f f 1. with a lot of arch. Jaxti Ah d the h

being stereotypically beachy. t was very formal, with a lot of arches axtimer, Ahearn gutted the house,
and pilasters,” says interior designer creating a more fluid floor plan that lets
Robin Gannon. sunlight flood the home from dawn to

The floor plan, too, felt like it dusk and makes the most of the water

belonged to an earlier century, with a views. The new architectural details,
formal, ornate center stairway, and from the graceful stairway railings to the
a series of small rooms rather than the beadboard ceilings and vertical shiplap
openness today’s families prefer. Says walls, are elegant without feeling stuffy.
architect Patrick Ahearn, “There were Throughout the home, Gannon
a number of circulation issues. We and her clients strove for design that
wanted to open things up, have the references the location without sliding
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BELOW: Rattan chairs with playful

zebra-fabric seats gather around the

oak dining table. A colorful rag Kilim I
rug and a contemporary Blueprint
Lighting fixture further the casual vibe. ———

FACING PAGE: Ahearn stripped away .“-
heavy ornamental interior architecture, ¢
creating an airy new stairway with a
classic Cape Cod feel. Designer Robin
Gannon made use of much of the
owners’ furniture from their previous
home, including the stair platform’s
table and artwork.

HAVE PERSONALITY AND
HISTORY. THEY HELP CREATE THIE CASUAL FEEL
INSTEAD OF HAVING
—Interior designer Robin Gannon
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into what the designer calls kitschy
coastal. “The mantra was to take the
colors on the outside—the marsh grasses,
the sand, and of course the ocean and
sky—and put them inside,” she says. “We
tried to nod to the location, for sure, but
you don’t need to be reminded every
place you look that you’re on the Cape.”
The new front entry sports a friendly
Dutch door, setting a welcoming, laid-

ABOVE: Gannon cleverly refurbished
many pieces from the homeowners’
suburban Boston home, including
the sofa, once a staid cream linen but
now clad in a bright, contemporary
Christopher Farr fabric. FACING

PAGE: A window-lined corner of the

, living room holds rattan chairs and a
offers a place to drop keys or the day’s vintage McGuire game table.

back tone. The driftwood-base table that

mail is a vintage find. Gannon wrapped
the wood top with linen for a fresh feel.
“Vintage pieces have personality and
history,” she explains. “They help create
the casual feel instead of having every-
thing be brand-new.”

The stairway’s raised platform made

a perfect spot for another shot of person-
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ABOVE: The classic white kitchen
gets a spark from a blue refrigerator
with an old icebox feel and counter
stools that wear an indestructible
fabric by Christopher Farr for
Perennials. BELOW: Stars (in the
Popham Design Moroccan tile on
the floor) and stripes (in the C&C
Milano wallcovering) give a powder
room playful energy. FACING PAGE:
The pantry off the kitchen takes a
whimsical turn with Jennifer Shorto’s
Orange & Leaves wallpaper.
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ality, this time in the form of a table and
a favorite painting the owners brought
from their suburban Boston home.
Much of the home’s furniture, in fact,
came along from the owners’ previous
house, although Gannon says most of

it is unrecognizable. In the living room,
a once cream-colored sofa now sports

a fun, graphic fabric in red, white, and
blue. “It’s a bit of Americana, and it feels
Cape Cod but without being too literal,”
Gannon says. Bobbin chairs of black
with dark-blue velvet were given new life
with a coat of white paint and a pretty
sky-blue fabric. And the formerly dark
coffee table, now wrapped in raffia and
painted, looks completely at home in its
new setting.

A blue-and-white palette pre-
dominates, but here and there Gannon
stepped outside the lines. The pantry off
the kitchen, for instance, is a delightful

departure with cabinetry painted a green
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ABOVE: A photo of a Cape Cod

sunset by the homeowner prompted

Gannon'’s choice of coral accents
in a guest room. The high-backed
Hickory Chair beds are slipcovered
in a Schumacher fabric. “I love a
slipcover on a bed,” Gannon says.
“It's a fun way to introduce another
fabric, and it gives a space a casual
element.” FACING PAGE: The porch
holds a breakfast area off the guest
bedroom.
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pulled in from the gardens outside, and

a powder room with red-and-white-striped
walls and a star-covered blue tile has all
the sparkle of the Fourth of July.

For its happy owners, the home is the
perfect combination of yesteryear elegance
and modern-day comfort.

EDITOR'S NOTE: For details, see Resources.
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